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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Fluffy has been coughing intermittently for the past several months. P is not showing signs of 
respiratory distress at home. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Eupneic. No crackles or wheezes noted. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 
 
Right/ left lateral and ventrodorsal views of the thorax, totaling 5 images available for review.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The cardiac silhouette is normal in size and shape. No evidence of cardiomegaly or a specific 
chamber enlargement is seen. The vertebral heart score is 7.2 which is within the reference range 
for cats.  
 
The cervical and thoracic trachea are normal in diameter and position. There is no evidence of 
airway collapse.  
 
The main lobar bronchi present within normal limits; however a mild generalized bronchial lung 
pattern is noted which is most pronounced caudodorsally and accompanied by mild peribronchial 
cuffing. Evidence of interstitial or alveolar infiltrates, mass lesions or consolidations is not seen.  
 
The plural space is clear, and the mediastinum presents within expected limits with no evidence of 
mass effects.  
 
The diaphragm and thoracic wall are unremarkable.  
 
Mild gastric aerophagia is seen in a postprandial stomach.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 
• Mild generalized caudodorsally accentuated bronchial lung pattern 
• No evidence of cardiovascular or alveolar interstitial disease 

 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study reveals a mild caudodorsally accentuated bronchial lung pattern suggestive 
of mild chronic bronchitis such as early or mild airway inflammation, infection or allergic / irritant 
related airway changes. Differential considerations include allergic lower airway syndrome (feline 
asthma) or mild irritant exposure as well as and less likely infectious bronchitis. Consider airway 
sampling or a therapeutic trial with corticosteroids or bronchodilators if cuffing persists or worsens. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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